Insert full name of your MP 

House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

Insert date
Dear Insert full name of your MP, 

Re: Halving the number of women in prison 

I am writing as one of your constituents to ask you to make a commit to halving the number of women in prison.  I believe that women are being sent to prison unnecessarily and there are clear actions that could be taken to prevent this: 
1. Provide women-centred community sentences.  Non-custodial sentences designed for women must be available to all sentencers across the country. 

2. Provide women only support services for women on community sentences and women in and leaving prison. Support must be holistic, individualised, separate from enforcement and focussed on empowerment.

3. Stop criminalising women for non-criminal actions through the use of Anti-Social Behaviour Orders.

4. Provide women-specific bail support and timely mental health assessments to enable a reduction in the use of remand.  

5. Stop incarcerating women for breach. Women must not be set up to fail on community sentences that are designed for men.  Breach procedures need to be examined to reduce the number of women being imprisoned for non-compliance.

6. Ensure the rights of children are considered in remand and sentencing decisions 

I am also asking that you make a commitment to establishing the small custodial units for those few women for whom custody may be appropriate as recommended in the Corston Review on vulnerable women in the criminal justice system. 
Please sign up to support the SWAP Campaign’s manifesto to halve the number of women in prison www.womeninprison.org.uk/swap or http://womenswap.blogspot.com     
Yours sincerely, 

