Rt. Hon. David Cameron MP

10 Downing Street

London, 

SW1A 2AA

Date
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
Re: Ministerial champion for women in the criminal justice system 
I am writing to you to urge you to ensure that progress made in improving the treatment of women in the criminal justice system is built upon by your government.  

Women are set up to fail by a criminal justice system which is designed for men and unable to address women’s routes into offending and provide routes out.  The vast majority of women in prison pose no threat to the public.  They are more likely to be at risk themselves – from abusive partners, from homelessness, from poverty, from mental illness, from drug or alcohol use. Most women in prison are mothers and separation due to unnecessary imprisonment is traumatic for them and for their children.  
There is cross party support for the recommendations of the Corston review on vulnerable women in the criminal justice system which stated the need for a “distinct, radically different, visibly-led, strategic, proportionate, holistic, woman-centred, integrated approach” to women offenders.  Therefore I expect the work begun by the previous government on this agenda to be continued and improved upon.  
I am a member of the SWAP campaign network.  We are working together to make sure that women in the criminal justice system are not invisible, to amplify the voice of the women we work with and to provide practice-based examples of how to change the criminal justice system to prevent the damage it causes in women’s lives.  Our manifesto to halve the number of women received into prison achieved 500 votes of support.  

I am writing to ask you to appoint a Ministerial champion for women in the criminal justice system in order to ensure strong and visible leadership in taking this work forward from the beginning of this government. 

Yours sincerely, 

�Insert the date 


�Delete if you are not a SWAP member – or sign up to join the network: 


http://www.womeninprison.org.uk/aboutthenetwork.php





