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SWAP

Supporting Women - Against Prison 

Campaign Network

Greater London Assembly: Gender Equality Scheme

Consultation Response Briefing

SWAP Campaign Network 
Bringing together women’s organisations delivering support to women in the criminal justice system the SWAP Campaign Network wants to: 

SWAP custody for community

SWAP prisons for small custodial units designed for women

SWAP being ignored for being heard
To find out more about the network and to join please visit
 www.womeninprison.org.uk/aboutthenetwork.php  

Greater London Authority Gender Equality Scheme
Deadline for responses: 11 August 2010

A requirement of the Gender Equality Duty the Gender Equality Scheme sets out how the Greater London Authority will work for gender equality in London.  
Full details of the consultation can be downloaded here
Why focus on women in the criminal justice system in the Gender Equality Scheme?
Women’s needs and rights are overlooked in the majority-male criminal justice system.  Women make up just 5% of the prison population, 12-16% of police custody detainees and 13% of London Probation commencements.  

The Mayoral responsibilities in regard to policing and community safety in London mean the GLA have a duty to prevent the gender inequality experienced by women in the criminal justice system.  In line with this The Way Forward, the Mayoral strategy on ending violence against women girls, contained a commitment to: 
Develop a gendered approach for women in custody, recognising that large numbers of women offenders have experienced domestic violence and/or sexual violence
Suggested Text 

Below we have picked out the priority questions and suggested text for them to put combating inequality experienced by women in the criminal justice system on the GLA’s agenda. 
Have we chosen the right themes?
Missing section on women offenders and ex-offenders 

The Scheme should have a specific section on women’s experience of the criminal justice system as offenders and ex-offenders.  
Why?

Women are marginalised by a criminal justice system designed for men.  The lack of gender-specific responses to women’s offending behaviour leads to women being disproportionately penalised.  For example: 

· failure to provide women-only drug treatment programmes for women on Drug Rehabilitation Requirements makes it harder for women to comply with the sentence requirements

· women experience degradation and humiliation in police custody cells because their sanitary needs are not met

· emotional distress is caused to women who are sole carers of children when arrested if they do not know who will care for their children whilst they are in custody

What? 
This section should highlight women’s differential experience of the criminal justice system and include the following planned actions: 
· Delivering the gendered approach for women in custody that was committed to in The Way Forward

· Working with NOMS London and its Women Offender Operational Group in the delivery of the London Strategic Plan for Women Offenders 
· Championing the provision of specialist women-specific services across London aimed at supporting women to address the root causes of their offending behaviour 
· Ensuring adequate levels of safe and stable housing so that homelessness does not become a driver for offending or a barrier to resettlement for women (the 2002 Social Exclusion Unit report found that women were less likely than men to have accommodation arranged on release) 
Is there any additional evidence we have missed?

Women: A minority in the criminal justice system 

Women make up just:
· 5% of the prison population (we have been unable to obtain data on the number of London women in prison as they are held in a number of prisons across the country)

· 12-16% of London’s police custody detainees 

· 13% of London Probation commencements  
Women Offenders and Ex-offenders: Key Statistics
64% of women are in prison for non-violent offences, compared with 45% of men
28% of women offenders’ crimes were financially motivated, it was 20% for men
66% of women in prison are mothers of children under the age of 18 

71% of women in prison have no qualifications compared to 52% of men in prison and 15% of the general population 
The number of women entering prison on remand has risen whilst the number of men has fallen
For sources and further statistics see: the Bromley Briefings produced by the Prison Reform Trust:

www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/subsection.asp?id=685 
For further analysis see: http://www.womeninprison.org.uk/criminaljusticereports.php 
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This update was written by Women in Prison. The SWAP campaign network is supported by London Councils. [image: image2.png]LONDON
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SWAP custody for community ↔ SWAP being ignored for being heard

SWAP prisons for small custodial units designed for women
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