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Women in Prison 

Women in Prison provides support to over 1,500 women in the criminal justice system each year.  Whilst we do not provide specific VAWG support 81% of the women we work with report that they have experienced domestic violence or sexual abuse.  

Case Study: Lack of Specialist Support Services 

At 22 LR was sentenced to 16 months in prison for aggravated robbery.  LR has a history of experiencing domestic violence, her father was violent towards her throughout her childhood, and she has a history of drug and alcohol use.  LR gave birth in the Mother and Baby Unit in HMP Holloway and was released when her baby was 2 months old.  She received no domestic violence related support or advocacy in prison, no risk assessment and no safety planning for release.  

On release LR returned to her family's home with her baby.  Following an assault by her brother her Women in Prison support worker attempted to place her in a refuge in London but received numerous refusals on the grounds of her violent offence.  LR slept on a friend's sofa with her baby until accommodation was found for her in a mother and baby unit in east London.  

A year after release she moved in with her boyfriend.  He was physically violent towards her and again refuges refused to accommodate her because of her offending history.  The Homeless Persons Unit placed her in a hostel.
Issues that Women in Prison thinks need to be taken into account in terms of the sustainability of the VAWG third sector: 
The draft plan does not include plans for the development of specialist services to address currently unmet needs. 

A very high proportion of women offenders have experienced domestic violence or sexual abuse (81% of the women that Women in Prison work with).  The recognition of this in the draft plan is welcomed.  
Supporting women who have experienced domestic violence or sexual abuse reduces re-offending, therefore contributing to community safety as well as reducing repeat victimisation (National Offender Management Service's 8th pathway to reduce re-offending – support for women who have experienced domestic violence or rape or sexual abuse).
Women (ex)offenders are often denied access to mainstream VAWG services.  Women (ex)offenders who have experienced violence are best supported through holistic women-centred support services available in prison and in the community.  Therefore there needs to be cash, commissioning and capacity building of specialist services for women with complex needs including women offenders and ex-offenders.  
