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	Network briefings are intended to give a short introduction to legislation, policy and reports relevant to work with women offenders and ex-offenders. 
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What is the report? 
The 2007 Corston review of vulnerable women in the criminal justice system (Corston Report) was commissioned by the Government and conducted by Baroness Jean Corston.  The report provides a critique of treatment of women in the criminal justice system and sets out a series of recommendations for reform. 

Why is it relevant? 
Although it was published in 2007 the report remains relevant as an analysis of how the criminal justice system has failed women.  The report and its recommendations have gained cross-party support and underpin current government policy on women (ex)offenders.  
What does the report say? 
The key message of the report is that prison is not the right place for the vast majority of women offenders who pose no risk to the public.  The report recommends a “distinct, radically different, visibly-led, strategic, proportionate, holistic, woman-centred, integrated approach” to women offenders.  Each of these criteria are explained and recommendations are given on how they could be achieved.  Key recommendations include:   

Dismantling the women’s prison estate 

The report highlights the need for a drastic reduction in the number of women being sent to prison and recommends the dismantling of the women’s prison estate in its current form (within 10 years).  The report recommends that those few women for whom incarceration is an appropriate response should be held in small local custodial units in which holistic support would be provided.  These custodial units would enable women to be held closer to their communities and facilitate continuity of support through links with services in the local community.  The ultimate responsibility for running such units would lie with the Department for Communities and Local Government and not with the Home Office (the report was written prior to the creation of the Ministry of Justice).  

Women-centred support

The report recommends that support be provided to women through a national network of specialised women’s centres.  The Commission for women who offend or are at risk of offending (see below) would draw up a national strategy for the coordinated development of this network of support ensuring that women’s needs are profiled and provided for.  

Gender-specific pathways to reduce re-offending 

The National Offender Management Service (NOMS) arranges its work around seven pathways to reduce reoffending.  The report commended the creation by the Prison Service of an additional two gender-specific pathways: 

Pathway 8: 
support for women who have been abused, raped or who have experienced domestic violence.

Pathway 9: 
support for women who have been involved in prostitution.
The report recommends that these be mandatory in every regional resettlement plan.  The report also recommends better strategic coordination across all the pathways and gender-specificity in planning and delivery.  

Leadership and cross governmental responsibility 

The report recommends the establishment of a Commission for women who offend or are at risk of offending.  The Commission would be led at director level, with a remit of care and support for women who offend or are at risk of offending.  The work of the Commission would be governed by an Inter-Departmental Ministerial Group for women who offend or are at risk of offending.  The Inter-Departmental Ministerial Group members would drive the Commission’s agenda forward within their individual departments.

Children and childcare commitments

The report recommends that where women are primary carers of children the impact on their children should be considered before decisions are taken to remand them in custody.  This consideration would be based on a report produced specifically for this purpose.  The report also recommends that community sentences be designed to take account of women’s childcare commitments.  
What has the government done in response? 
In their response, the government accepted the majority of the recommendations made in the Corston Report but not all of them.  The government produces reports on the implementation of the recommendations. 
Additional Information 

If you want to receive future briefings please contact Laurel laurel@womeninprison.org.uk to be added to our mailing list. 

This briefing has been prepared by Women in Prison, the Network is supported by London Councils.


